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This letter is in response to the Petition under 37 C.F.R. 1.144 and 1.181 filed on 30 October 
2009 to request withdrawal of the restriction requirement mailed 1 1 August 2009. 

Because the examiner had required restriction amongst inventions which had already been 
examined together on their merits on 8 August 2006, 12 March 2007, 20 September 2007, and 1 
April 2008, the restriction requirement mailed 1 1 August 2009 was improper. 

Accordingly, the petition is GRANTED. 

The restriction requirement mailed 1 1 August 2009 has been withdrawn. Claims 1, 5, 7-14, 16- 
1 7. and 24 will continue to be examined together. 

The non-final Office action mailed 16 October 2009 is withdrawn as incomplete. 

The application will forwarded to the examiner to consider the papers filed 14 September 
2009 and to prepare an Office action on the merits on Claims 1, 5, 7-14, 16-17 and 24. 

Because the Office has sent applicants three non-final Office actions in a row, (two of 
which, including this one, have been vacated) in order to help ensure compact prosecution, 
the next Office action will be reviewed by the Supervisory Patent Examiner prior to 
mailing, per MPEP 707.02 second paragraph. 

"The supervisory patent examiners are expected to personally check on the pendency of 
every application which is up for the third or subsequent Office action with a view to 
finally concluding its prosecution." 
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Should there be any questions regarding this decision, please Quality Assurance Specialist Julie 
Burke, by mail addressed to Director, Technology Center 1600, PO BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, 
VA 22313-1450, or by telephone at (571) 272-0512 or by Official Fax at 571-273-8300. 




Director, Technology Center 1600 
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